Berkeley LEARNS Academic Support Hour Definition
The Berkeley LEARNS Programs support the BUSD goal of increasing the academic achievement of all students by providing an academic support hour Monday through Thursday. Serving as an extension of the school day, Berkeley LEARNS provides an environment that is conducive to the learning styles of the students through extended academic learning opportunities and homework assistance. 
During the academic support hour Berkeley LEARNS staff will:
· Support and direct tutors and volunteers

· Provide homework assistance
· Support learning through the use of questioning strategies

· Maintain an appropriate learning environment

· Supervise students

· Provide a daily literacy support activity (Elementary schools)
During the academic support hour students MAY:
· Work on homework in small groups or individually
· Receive tutoring

· Work on academic support materials: reading, games that support language arts and mathematics acquisition, and critical thinking activities
· Work on  school projects

The Academic Support Hour
	What it may LOOK like
	What it may SOUND like

	· Students working individually on homework

· Students silent reading

· Students working  in small groups

· Students working with tutor, mentors, and volunteers
· Peer-to-peer interaction

· Students working on projects

· Students engaged in academic support activities

· Students listening to stories
· Students sitting at desk, on the floor, at tables, on computers, outside, etc.

· Classroom teachers checking-in

· Coordinators observing 

· Upper grades focus on homework completion
	· Students talking in small groups
· Students listening to program provided music

· Students talking to peers about assignments
· Quiet

· Students talking to adults

· Students engaged in culturally relevant discussion protocols 


Bringing it all together
· Staff receives on-going professional development on multiple Intelligence, state standards, questioning strategies, school-site curriculum, supplementary curriculum, academic games 
· Each program has an academic liaison who collaborates with the program coordinator and principal concerning  the over site of the academic support hour
· Each program has a site academic support plan which describes how the programs academic support will connect to the school day.
· LEARNS Programs are committed to providing homework assistance.  However, due to time constraints and limited staffing we do not guarantee the completion or correction of assignments.  [image: image1.png]
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